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husband. If a girl be seduced before marriage a fine is imposed on both parties and they are readmitted to social intercourse, but are not married to each other. Curiously enough, in the Tirole and Wandhekar, the highest sub-castes, the keeping of a woman is not an offence entailing temporary exclusion from caste, whereas among the lower subcastes it is.1
The Kunbis permit the remarriage of widows, with the 9- w exception of the Deshmukh families of the Tirole subcaste marn who  have  forbidden   it.     If a  woman's husband  dies   she returns  to  her father's house and he arranges her second marriage,   which   is   called  choli-patal>   or   giving  her   new clothes.     He takes  a price  for her which  may vary from twenty-five  to five  hundred   rupees   according   to   the  age and attractions of the woman.     A widow may marry any one outside the family of her  deceased husband, but she may not marry his younger   brother.      This  union, which among the Hindustani castes is looked upon as most suitable if not obligatory, is strictly forbidden among the Maratha castes, the reason assigned being that a wife stands in the position   of a  mother  to  her  husband's  younger   brothers. The contrast is curious.     The ceremony of widow-marriage is largely governed by the idea of escaping or placating the wrath of the  first  husband's  ghost,  and   also  of its  being something to   be   ashamed   of   and   contrary  to   orthodox Hinduism.     It always takes place in the dark fortnight of the month and always at night.   Sometimes no women are present, and if any do attend they must be widows, as it would be the worst of omens for a married woman or unmarried girl to witness the ceremony.     This, it is thought, would lead to her shortly becoming  a widow herself.      The   bridegroom goes to the widow's house with his male friends and two wooden seats are set side by side.     On one of these a betel-nut is placed which represents the deceased husband of the widow.    The new bridegroom advances with a small wooden sword, touches the  nut with  its   tip, and then  kicks it off the seat with his right toe.     The barber picks up the nut and burns it.    This is supposed to lay the deceased husband's spirit   and   prevent   his   interference   with  the  new  union.
1 This is the rule in the Nagpur District.